
January 20221, Issue 5.0

Laing Times 
Online News
Inside this issue:
❏ Laing Events
❏ 2021 Recap
❏ New Year’s Resolutions
❏ Global New Years Traditions
❏ Winter in Charleston
❏ Omicron Spreads!
❏ Winterfest
❏ Here's the Story about Mr. Graves
❏ Upcoming Movies!
❏ Book Recommendations
❏ New Year's Word Search
❏ Credits

New Years Blobby by: Cody Nutter



What’s Happening At Laing?
❏ 2/4 E-Learning Day
❏ 2/14 Valentines Day
❏ 2/18 Early Release Day
❏ 2/21 E-Learning Day
❏ 3/25 Q3 Volleyball Celebration
❏ 4/11-4/15 Spring Break
❏ 4/22 Laing School Dance
❏ 4/29 E-Learning Day
❏ 5/6 8th Grade Dance
❏ 5/13 Spring Fling
❏ 5/25-5/27 Laing Olympics
❏ 5/26 8th Grade Graduation
❏ 6/2 Last Day

  New Years Blobby by Macie Correia



By Henry Serano

As we look forward to a new year, we reflect back on the year that was 
2021. It was another rollercoaster year starting with a new president, 
number 46, Joe Biden taking office followed by an infamous attack on the 
Capitol Building by supporters of the former president. Shortly after that, 
the first Covid-19 vaccine released, and we started to see the first hope of 
an end o the Coronavirus. Skipping ahead a little bit, a new variant of 
Covid-19 emerges, called the Delta variant, which was much more 
dangerous and infectious as the previous variant, Coronavirus numbers 
came to an all time high, A ship caught the world’s attention when it got 
stuck in the Suez canal for six days and Space X dazzled the world with 
the Dragon, the first private operational spaceflight. In July, the 32nd 
Olympics finally happened in Tokyo and in August, Hurricane Ida 
devastated the southeast and then went straight through to the 
northeast. August also saw the end of a 20 year war as the U.S. finally 
pulled troops out of Afghanistan. The year ended with a new Covid 
variant, Omicron, which was very highly contagious and set all time high 
records of infections around the world.  The good news is that it seems to 
be MUCH less dangerous than the Delta variant, and seems like it helps 
produce antibodies for other variants of the virus, which acts like a 
practice for your body, so when you get the next variant, it will help you 
get over it. And on that high note, let’s hope next year only gets better!

2021 Recap

Photos By: 
Cameron 
Frost



Last year… We ended with the Laing Olympics! 
This year Laing Olympics will be in May! We 
WILL have a school dance this year!!!

Last year… We had plexiglass and school in 
person… and  the news team still published 
every month!

This year-News team grew bigger and the 
Laing Video News team did too! New 
clubs have started like robotics club. 

This year so far -the Color Run 
was fun!!! 

This year so far-We are still in person this year and 
mask mandates came, then went away, and then 
came back again!

At Laing 
        Goodbye 2021…
              Welcome 2022! 



New Year’s Resolutions

How many New Year's resolutions have you made to "get in shape!" or "get better grades!"? 
After a couple of years, it gets kind of disappointing. Here a few  different 2022 New Year's 
resolutions to change your life

Learn a new talent or language: Learning a new talent or language is a great way to exercise 
your mind, whether it be learning to juggle or paint, or speaking Spanish or Italian!

Take care of yourself: You’ve probably seen some posters in the halls or posts on social 
media encouraging you to be a better person for yourself, and they’re right! It's important 
to have good hygiene and eating habits, as well as a good night's sleep every night! 
According to www.cdc.gov, you need about 8–10 hours of sleep each night. They also 
recommend going to sleep at the same time every night to fall asleep faster. 

Get organized/Keep your room clean:  Another way to take care of yourself is to keep a 
clean habitat! That is your room, I mean. Not only will your guardians be happy, but 
accomplishing a big task will release endorphins in your brain, making you feel good! 
www.health.harvard.edu says, "Endorphins are the body’s natural painkillers. Endorphins 
are released by the hypothalamus and pituitary gland in response to pain or stress. This 
group of peptide hormones both relieves pain and creates a general feeling of well-being. " 
Also, cleaning your room will keep bugs, dust, germs, and other unwanted things out of it! 
(Siblings are not included.)

These next few are from students around Laing! Leah Chadwick said that her New Year's 
resolution is to be happy! Logan Cormany said that he would make new friends.

Some other students said

● Be better at volleyball.
● Be more flexible with plans.
● Every day, they make their bed.

Artist Addyson Fitzpatrick

 



Spain- 
the 12 
grapes 

Brazil- jump 
over 7 waves at 
midnight 

Ecuador- 
Burning 
scarecrow 

Denmark- 
broken 
plates 

Italy-Throwing furniture 
out the window 

Argentina-t
ossing paper 
out the 
window

How Countries Around the World Celebrate New Year’s

By: Cameron Frost



During the winter holidays, weekends, or after school, it’s easy to get 
bored. To fight the drag of the cold, check out these awesome 
activities in our very own South Carolina!

- The Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia, SC is a bit of a drive, but it's a 
great place to spend time with family and check out beautiful 
animals! 

- The Crazy Mason Milkshake Bar A colorful and friendly 
environment

- Take a second Sunday stroll on King Street downtown! A perfect 
place to shop in endless stores and enjoy tons of restaurants 
downtown!

- Hang out at the Charleston Aquarium for endless fun. You have 
to pay to enter, but it’s worth every penny!

- Check out Waterfront Park to enjoy a relaxing read in the 
sunshine, or to run around with siblings, cousins, or friends.

- It's Sugar Charleston! This is a wonderful location to find many 
sweet treats and enjoy a delicious experience!

- In downtown Charleston, tour the city and learn something new 
by taking a horse carriage tour through our beautiful town!

By: Elena 
Deutsch & Lyla 
Zimmerman

By: Elena Deutsch & Lyla Zimmerman

Winter in Charleston!



The Omicron variant of COVID-19 is by far the most 
infectious variant ever. The week of this article's 
being written has contracted triple the number of 
cases of COVID-19 than any other week ever. 
Recently, there were 1 million new cases in the U.S. 
alone. The good news about Omicron is that it is 
by far the least harmful of the variants. There are 
very few symptoms in most documented cases of 
Omicron. If you want to stop the spread of 
Omicron, one of the best ways to do so is to get 
the vaccine. Unvaccinated people are 13 times 
more likely to contract COVID than someone who is 
vaccinated. Severe side effects are incredibly 
rare, and most are linked to existing health 
conditions.

Because of Omicron, our school district has 
extended the mask mandate until March  14, 2021.

By Henry Serano

COVID Update Hey! Careful 
where you’re 
pointing that 
vaccine!

You're the new one 
called Omicron? I’m 
Delta. I’m tougher 
than you!



Photos by Macie Correia

      Winterfest!



  By Kenna Schneider 



Mr. Graves Interview!

Mr. Graves, who teaches 6th grade social studies, was 
interviewed recently and is certainly an interesting teacher. We 
asked him how he likes working at Laing. He said, "I like teaching 
at Laing. The students here are very knowledgeable. Most 
students come prepared, and they sometimes know how to have 
fun. This is one of the best places I’ve ever worked, It’s a beautiful 
school." Mr. Graves has been working here since this school was 
open, making this his 7th year. His previous school is in North 
Carolina, and he worked there for 21 years. He actually used to 
teach ELA, but switched to history. "What I like better about social 
studies is that there's always a story. There are things that can 
easily interest a student pretty well; it’s all stuff that usually 
applies to them." Mr. Graves originally wasn’t going to be a 
teacher, but Mr. Grave’s wife, who is also a teacher, suggested 
that after he graduated he become one, as he didn’t know what 
he wanted to do. Mr. Graves is a wonderful teacher who is very 
dedicated to his job and really cares about his students' 
education, as well as our school.

By: Kaitlyn Bagwell



Upcoming Movies This Year 
By: Ella Floss and Addie Turok

Upcoming movies:

Dr Strange Multiverse of 
Madness- May 6th

Thor Love and Thunder-July 8th

Wakanda Forever-Nov 11th 

Uncharted-Feb 18th 

Spiderman- Oct 7th

Scream- Jan 14th

Moonfall- Fed 4th 

The Batman-March 4th 

Turning red- March 11th

Sonic 2- April 8th

Morbius- April 1st

Secrets of dumbledore-April 15th

If you love marvel, disney movies, or any knock 
your socks off thriller then you’ll love these 
upcoming movies. These thrilling movies are sure 
to make you want more. If you just want to watch 
a movie that's already out, we added an extra 
column for you! We hope you can watch these 
fantastic movies soon!

Honorable Mentions:
Encanto
No way home
Sing 2



         Book Recommendation
The Traitor’s Game Trilogy By: Jennifer A. 

Nielsen

This book follow our main character, Kestra Dallisar. For the 
past 3 years she has been in exile, staying in the Lava Fields. 
Until she’s suddenly asked to come back home. Reluctantly 
she follows orders, which is a lot considering her rebellious 
persona. Everything is good until it isn't. With a turn of 
events she’s been kidnapped, not for her value but for the 
value of killing all-so powerful Lord Endrick. At first she’s 
confused why would they want her to help kill the Lord 
Endrick. Until she realizes she’s being used for her power, 
considering her dad is Lord Endrick’s second in command. 
They want her to obtain the Olden Blade, the only thing 
capable of killing the immortal Lord Endrick. But despite all 
her troubles there’s one thing she really needs to watch out 
for: Simon Hatch. They have a past, but to keep their orders 
straight they must tackle whatever is stirring up between 
them. Along with watching out for any traitors.

Follow the next two books in this nail-biting trilogy!

We Were Liars

The Sinclair family, they’re perfect. Right?

Do they hide their secrets? All of those lies and flaws. It’s all masked 
behind their seemingly perfect front.

This book takes place on their private island they visit every month, 
following Candence, our perfect main character. Perfectly bruised in 
every way. You see a group of four good friends. Friends with a 
destructive foundation. 

In this book you get a revolution. An accident. A secret. And lies 
upon lies. After all you can call these friends the liars. Maybe you 
get true love. Or maybe the truth.

Article By:
Molly White



Whitney Limbert
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               Alexis Kassab
               Sophia Lee

Amazing Writing Team

Unbelievable 
Photography Team

Wildly Talented Artist 
Team

Teacher Sponsors- Mrs. 
Greco and Mr. Graham

Laing Online News brought to you by the Laing News Team!
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